AVID/English 9 Honors Course Overview

Congratulations for being selected to be in the AVID program!

AVID/English 9 is a year long course which has been designed to help students master skills in several key areas of communication, including reading, writing, and speaking.  Our philosophy and approach to this course reflects our belief that these are all life skills--among those most vital to success in formal education and the wide world beyond the classroom.  At the Honors level, students should expect an increase in rigor in course content and evaluation.
The Mission of AVID

The mission of AVID is to ensure that ALL students:

*will succeed in rigorous curriculum;

*will complete a rigorous college preparatory path;

*will enter mainstream activities in the school;

*will increase their enrollment in four-year collets; and

*will become educated and responsible participants and leaders in a

         democratic society.
Highlights of AVID

The Avid elective is unique in that it is combined with Honors English 9.  Instead of being in the class for two terms, students will be together for the whole year.

*Close, tight-knit classroom community

*Career exploration

*College exploration and planning

*Field trips 

*Guest speakers

*Tutorials

*WICR
AVID Binders

Avid Binders are an extremely important part of the program.  Students will be expected to maintain a binder that includes: Cornell notes, learning logs, tutorial sheets, and various assignments.  Students will use this binder to keep all of their classes organized.  There will be weekly binder checks that will be a significant portion of your grade in the class (at least 30%).  You will be provided with a binder and some additional materials.

Tutorials

2 days a week 4 trained tutors will be coming into class to conduct tutorials.  Students will be expected to come to class ready with a question from any class that they are having trouble with. Tutors will conduct small group problem solving sessions where each individual group member will get guidance on how to answer their question.
Instructional Focus for Honors English 

*Thematic Focus for Ninth Grade: Coming of Age

*The course is organized around a study of genres, or types of reading and writing: short stories, novels, poetry, drama, nonfiction.


*Lord of the Flies, The House on Mango Street and Romeo and Juliet are anchor texts.


*Increased focus on development of individualized communication and study 

strategies for reading, writing, speaking, and group collaboration.


*Advanced vocabulary study/quizzes each week.


*Independent reading project(s)
Students who succeed in Honors English 9, with few exceptions, exhibit these qualities:


*Enjoy reading, writing, and discussing ideas with others


*Have intellectual curiosity and are open to exploring different opinions, ideas, and 

points-of view


*Work well independently or in a group


*Complete work by deadlines


*Are willing to push themselves for higher quality work

By choosing to enroll in an honors English course, students indicate they are seeking an additional challenge.  As such, students should expect homework each night.

Absence and Make-up Policy

*Students are responsible for all work missed during an absence.

*Work due the date of the absence is due on the date of return to class

*New work assigned on date of absence is due within 2 days of return to class

*All make-up assignments should be clearly marked with the date of absence

*If a student chooses to skip, he or she will receive a zero on his/her assignment and will not be able to make up the new work assigned on the date of the absence.

Late Work Policy

On time preparation for class activities and discussions is expected at all times.

Late daily assignments are not accepted for credit; major projects/papers will lose 10% of their value per day late.

Students facing extraordinary circumstances may request an extension prior to an established deadline.

Plagiarism Policy

Cheating on an assignment will result in a zero for the assignment or test.  This includes failing to cite outside sources, using notes on a closed book test, turning in another’s work as your own, or working in pairs or groups for an individually graded assignment. Such behaviors also may affect 

students’ acceptance into National Honor Society.

Behavior Expectations

1. At all times, be respectful of yourself, other students, staff, and facilities.

2. Positive participation in daily class activities and discussions is expected.

3. Be in your seat, prepared with all necessary materials when the bell rings.

*an unexcused tardy requires immediate detention after class.

4. Please remember that all CPHS rules apply inside our class: i.e. no cell phones
Expectations of an AVID student: IN ALL CLASSES
*Maintain at least a 2.0 GPA

*Consistent upkeep of the binder

*Keep and maintain a planner

*Join an extracurricular activity

*Satisfactory attendance

*Take exams associated with college success

*Satisfactory classroom and school behavior

*Positive participation in classroom activities

AVID Student Agreement

Students who do not show adequate progress and commitment to the program may be placed on probation until satisfactory progress is made.  If a student is not making satisfactory progress while on probation they may be removed from the program. A student agreement contract will be sent out for both the student and parent/guardian to sign.  This contract will further explain the specific requirements for an AVID student.

Grading Policy and Procedures

Grades are broken into the following categories each term: binder checks, tutorials, daily work, tests, vocab, writing /projects and will be posted grades every two-three weeks on AH Connect.
Grading Scale


A=100-94%

A- = 93-90%

B+=89-88%

B=87-83%


B- =82-80%

C+=79-78%

C=77-73%

C- =72-70%


D+=69-68%

D=67-63%

D- =62-60%

F=under 60%

Extra Assistance
As your AVID teacher I am committed to helping you achieve your goals.  If you need extra help please set up a time to meet with me.
Keeping in Touch

My office hours will be Thursdays, 3:00 PM to 3:30 PM for the first trimester.  Please email me or call to set up an appointment; to ask questions; or to voice your concerns, anytime.  We look forward to sharing a productive and challenging year together!

Sincerely yours,

Mr. Meng Yang 

Voicemail: (763)506-6931
Email: meng.yang@anoka.k12.mn.us
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Decades of College Dreams




Please sign and date this form indicating that you understand and agree to follow the expectations for this class. 
Student Name (please print):  ______________________________________________
Student's signature: _________________________________________
Date: _______

Parent/Guardian's signature: ______________________________
Date: _______
Email address:_______________________________________
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